-    POLITICS    *

Queen's English 'nothing could be more accurate than
her pronunciation5 whilst the musical intonations of her
voice imparted a peculiar charm to the other attributes
of her elocution'. In fortunate contrast to what had gone
before 'the most perfect stillness reigned throughout the
place while her Majesty was reading her speech. Not a
breath was to be heard: had a person unblessed with the
power of vision been suddenly taken within hearing of
her Majesty, while she was reading her speech, he might
have remained some time under the impression that
there was no one present but herself. Her self-possession
was the theme of universal admiration. Nothing could
have been more complete.'

Her Majesty having left the House 'with slow and
graceful steps', Mr. Grant is able to describe her appear-
ance. 'In person her Majesty is considerably below the
average height. Her figure is good} rather inclined, as
far as one could judge, from seeing her in her robes of
state, to the slender form. Everyone who has seen her
must have been struck by her remarkably fine bust. Her
complexion is clear, and has all the indications of health
about it. Her features are small and partake a good deal
of the Grecian cast. Her face, without being strikingly
handsome, is remarkably pleasant, and is indicative of a
mild and amiable disposition. She has an intelligent
expression of countenance.'

IN PARLIAMENT

The Parliament which Queen Victoria opened was
then sitting in temporary quarters, The old Houses had
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